Whilst listening for the fcetal heart the mother's radial pulse should be felt at the same time in order to exclude maternal vascular sounds, which would be of the same frequency as the mother's pulse rate, whilst fcetal heart sounds are always faster.
Vaginal examination affords important information in all these cases. In pregnancy, unlike ascites, the cervix uteri is thickened, shortened, and softened.
It is frequently patulous, so that the finger tip may be inserted, the membranes being felt, and in some cases even the presentation determined.
Ballottement may be obtained from the fourth to the seventh month.
There will also be the usual well-known symptoms of pregnancy, amenorrhcea from the commencement, pain and tenderness of the breasts, nausea and morning sickness, and so on.
